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Biiyiik iskender'in Fetih Arzularini
Giigclendiren Kent:

bo\skgk/ior\

D tinyada kazi ¢alismalari yiiriitiilen tek Pers satraplk
(valilik) merkezi olan ve bilinen en erken tarihli Zerd(ist tapinagina
da ev sahipligi yapan Daskyleion, antik ¢cagin en 6nemli yerlesim

merkezlerinden biridir.

The City That Strengthened Alexander The
Great’s Thirst for Conquest:

Daskyleion

Daskyleion, which has the only Persian Satrap (governorship)
that is being excavated, and home to the earliest known Zarathustra
Temple, is one of the most important settlements of antiquity.



En parlak ¢agini Perslerin satraplik merkezi oldugu dénemde
yasayan kent, Antik Cag'da Mysia olarak anilan Balikesir'in,
Bandirma ilgesinde, Aksakal beldesi Ergili Kéyii sinirlari
igerisindedir.

Persler, kenti Anadolu'nun batiya agilan kapisi olabilecek
uygunlukta bir bélgede kurmayi hedeflemislerdi. Bunun igin
topragi verimli, yaban kuslarinin, baligin bol oldugu bugiinkii
Manyas Kus Géli'niin (Daskylitis) glineydogusunda konum-
lanmis Hisartepe ve gevresini segtiler.

Bélge, Trakya, Bogazlar, Marmara Denizi, Karadeniz ve
Kiigiik Phrygia bélgelerinin kesistigi cografyaya hakim olmasi
dolayisiyla da Perslerin aradidi niteliklere sahipti.

The city which lived its golden era at the time it was a Persian
satrap is located in Balikesir's (Mysia in Antiquity) town of Bandirma,
in the village of Ergili which is a part of the Aksakal district.

The Persians wanted to build the city in a place suitable to
become a gate to the west. Therefore, they chose what is today
the Manyas Bird Lake's (Daskylitis) southeast region, which is
Hisartepe and its surrounding area for its fertile land and plenty
wild birds and fish.

The region, being the intersection of Thrace, the straits, the
Marmara Sea, the Black Sea and little Phrygia was exactly what
the Persian were looking for.



Bélge, Trakya, Bogazlar, Marmara Denizi, Karadeniz ve
Kiiglik Phrygia bélgelerinin kesistigi cografyaya hakim olmasi
dolayisiyla da Perslerin aradidi niteliklere sahipti.

Séylenceye gére kent, ismini Lydiali bir soylu olan
Daskylos'tan almistir. Daskylos'un annesi, gesitli saray entrikalari
sonucunda Sardis'ten Hellespontos Phrygia'sina kagarak daha
sonradan Daskyleion adini alacak olan kente yerlesmis ve oglunu
burada diinyaya getirmistir. Daskyleion "Daskylos'un Yeri"
anlamina gelir.

Antik Cag yazarlari Daskyleion ve Paradeisos'un (Kus
Cenneti) giizelliginden 6vgii ile bahsetmislerdir. Ornegin
Ksenephon bédlge igin; "Yiyecek ¢ok boldu. Av hayvanlari
kayniyordu. Her tiirlii balik bir ¢ayla akiyordu" demistir.

Tarihgiler, Bilyiik Iskender'in Pers ynetimlerine son vermeye
karar verdiginde (M.O. 334), Pers satrapligi merkezi olan
Daskyleion'u giizelligine dair iiniinden dolay! "Paradeisos" igin
ele gegirmeyi planladigini anlatmislardir.

According to the legend, it takes its name from Daskylos, who
was a Lydian nobleman. Dasyklos's mother as a result of some
court plotting fled from Sardis to Phrygia's Hellespontos which
would later take the name Daskyleion, and gave birth to her
son. Daskyleon means 'Daskylos's Place'.

Antiquity writers praise the beauty of Daskyleion and Paradeisos
(Bird Paradise).

For instance Xenophon had said 'The food was abundant. Game
animals were plentiful. You could find any kind of fish in the streams'
about the region.

Historians agree that when Alexander the Great decided to end
the Persian rule (334 B.C.) he planned to conquer 'Paradeisos’
because Daskyleion, which was the center of the Persian Satrap,
was famous for its beauty.

Daskyleion'un lokalizasyonu 1952 yilinda Kurt Bittel
tarafindan yapilmistir. Bittel'in, Bandirma'nin 30 km glineyinde
Kus Géliiniin gliney dogu késesinde Ergili kéyiiniin 2 km batisinda
yer alan Hisar Tepe lizerinde Daskyleion'un yer aldigini
saptamasinin hemen ardindan, 1954 yilinda Ekrem Akurgal bu
merkezde kazilara baslamistir. 1959 yilina kadar devam ettirilen
Akurgal kazilarinda ele gegen buluntular arasinda 6zellikle 500
adet bullanin (miihdir baski) yer almasi ve bazi bullalarin (izerinde
"Xerxes" adinin da bulunmasi bu iinlii Pers Satraplik
Rezidensi'nin Hisartepe'de yer aldigini arkeolojik verilerle de
kesin olarak kanitlamstir.

28 yillik bir aradan sonra 1988 yilinda Prof. Dr. Tomris Bakir
tarafindan yeniden baslatilan kazilar 2008 yilina kadar kesintisiz
devam etmistir. Bu ikinci dénem kazilarinda ise Daskyleion'da
Akhaemenidler'in yani sira Phryg ve Lyd kiiltiirlerinin de varligina
isaret eden 6nemli yapi kalintilari ve eserler ortaya gikarilmistir.
2009 yilinda Dog. Dr. Kaan iren tarafindan devralinan Daskyleion
kazilari, halen onun baskanliginda yiiriitilmektedir.

The localization of Daskyleion was done in 1952 by Kurt Bittel.
After Bittel determined that Daskyleion was located on Hisar Tepe
which is 30 kilometers south of Bandirma, southeast corner of Kus
Gélii and 2 kilometers west of the village of Ergili, Ekrem Akurgal
started excavations in the area in 1954. During Akurgal's excavations
that lasted until 1959 there has been findings of 500 bullas (seals)
and the writing 'Xerxes' on certain bullas proving with archeological
evidence that the Persian Satrap residence was in fact in Hisartepe.

After 28 years in 1988 Prof. Dr. Tomris Bakir has restarted the
excavations that continued uninterrupted until 2008. In the second
phase of the excavations there has been findings and ruins pointing
at the existence of Phrygia and Lydian cultures aside from Daskyleion
and Achaemenid. The Daskyleion excavations that were turned
over to Doc. Dr. Kaan iren in 2009 are still going on under his
leadership.



MIMARI BULUNTULAR

Daskyleion ders gibi bir éren yeridir. Pers, Hitit, Phryg,
Hellenistik, Roma, Bizans surlari, yapilari ve duvar insa teknikleri
bir arada gériilmektedir.

Daskyleion'da ele gegen en erken buluntular (‘8" bigimli
idoller, tas baltalar ve miihtirler) Tung Cagi'na aittir. Ancak Tung
Cadi ertesinde I.0. 8. yiizyila kadar tarihlendirilebilir bir malzeme

heniiz ele gegmemistir.

ARCHITECTURAL FINDINGS

Daskyleion ruins are very educational. They contain all of Persian,
Hittite, Phrygia, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine city walls, buildings
and construction techniques.

The earliest findings in Daskyleion (8 shaped idols, stone axes
and seals) belong to the Bronze Age. There haven't been any findings
that can be dated until the 8th century B.C.

Frig Yerlesimi:

1990 yilindan itibaren ele gegen epigrafik ve arkeolojik
buluntular burada bir Frig yerlesimi bulunduguna isaret
etmektedir. Frig dilinde yazitlar, .0. 8.yy. sonlarina ait bir Kybele
tapinak modeli, kiilt esyalari ve ¢ok miktarda bezemeli ve
graffitolu seramik eserler Frigler'in buradaki varligini kanitla-
maktadir.

Ele gegen graffitolu seramiklerden Frigler'in Daskyleion'daki
varliginin sadece kendi dénemleri ile sinirli olmadigi
anlasiimaktadir.

Daskyleion'da Frig yerlesiminin tespit edilmesi arkeoloji
diinyasi icin ¢ok 6nemli bir kesiftir. Bu durum, bélgenin antik
yazarlar tarafindan neden "Hellespontine Phrygia" olarak
adlandirildidini agiklamakla kalmayip ayni zamanda Frigler'in
Anadolu'daki yayilimlarinin Kiitahya-Eskisehir sinirinin daha da
batisina ve kuzeye kaydigini ortaya koymustur.

Phrygia Settlement:

All the epigraphic and archeological findings since 1990 indicate
a Phrygia settlement in the region. Tablets written in the Phrygia
language, an 8th century B.C. Cybele model temple, some cult items
and many decorated and painted ceramic works prove the existence
of the Phrygians in the area.

The decorated and painted ceramics indicate that the existence
of the Phrygians in Daskyleion wasn't limited to their era.

The establishment of a Phrygia settlement in Daskyleion is a
very important discovery for the archeological world. The discovery
not only explains why the region was called 'Hellespontine Phrygia'
by the writers of antiquity, but also shows that the Phrygia expansion
in Anatolia has been towards the west and north of the Kiitahya-
Eskisehir border.



Lidya Yerlesimi:

Akhaemenid evrenin hemen altinda yer alan Lydia
tabakalari ézellikle son yillarda gok 6nemli buluntular vermistir.
Burada yaklasik 10 m? lik bir alana yayilmis olan bir yangin
tabakasi tespit edilmistir. .0. 550-540 yillarina tarihlenen bu
yangin tabakasi Persler'in kente gelisi ile ayni zamana denk
gelmektedir. Bu durum Persler'in kenti savasarak ele gegirmis
oldugunu géstermektedir. S6z konusu yangin tabakasi
icerisinden, olasilikla dinsel bir sahneyi betimleyen ¢ok sayida
altin ve giimdis figlir ge¢mistir. Insan figiirlerinden bir tanesinin
bir rahibi, digerlerinin de kimligi saptanamayan bir tanrigay!
ya da tanrigalari temsil ettigi sanilmaktadir. Gimisten yapilmis
hayvan figiirleri ise muhtemelen sunu hayvanlarini temsil
etmektedir. Bu buluntularin yani sira Lydia Dénemi'ne ait ¢ok
sayida tam kap ve kaliteli Lydia seramikleri, héytigiin genelinden
ele gecmektedir.

Mimari kalintilar agisindan, Kiilt Yolu alanindaki Lydia
mekanlarinin yani sira Akurgal kazilari sirasinda ortaya ¢ikarilimis
ve sadece en alt tas bloklari korunmus olan sur kalintisinin Lydia
kentini gevreleyen sur oldugu sanilmaktadir.

The Lydia Settlement:

The Lydia layer that sits right below the Achaemenid stage has
provided very important findings over the last years. A fire layer
of close to 10 m2 has been found here. The fire layer that was
dated 550-540 B.C corresponds with the Persians' arrival at the
city. This shows that the Persians conquered the city by battle. In
this fire layer there has been found many gold and silver figurines
describing a religious scene. One of the human figures represents
a priest and the rest are thought to be representing an unidentified
goddess or goddesses. The silver animal figures probably represent
animal offerings. Aside from these, many pots and good quality
Lydian ceramics belonging to Lydian Period were found throughout
the tumulus.

Architecturally, other than the Lydian sites on Cult Road area,
the city wall ruins, whose only bottom row was preserved, that
were found in the Akurgal excavations indicate a city wall encircling
the city of Lydia.

Akhaemenid Evre:

Akhaemenid Dénem mimarisine iliskin saglam korunabilmis
en énemli kalinti, tepenin giineybati bélimiinde, Kus Gélii'ne
hakim bir noktada bulunan "Kiilt Yolu" ve onun etrafinda
barindirdigi yapi kompleksidir.

Daskyleion'un bir Akhaemenid Dénem satraplik merkezi
olduguna dair en énemli buluntular Akurgal kazilari sirasinda
ele ge¢mis olan "bulla" lardir. Bulla terimi, antik dénemde
glivenli iletisimi saglamakta kullanilan mihir baskilari igin
kullanilmaktadir. Devletler arasindaki yazismalarda kullanilan
papirtisler bullalar ile mihiirlenir ve bu sayede baska bir kisinin
yaziyi agip okumasi engellenmis olurdu. Daskyleion Anadolu'da
bulla bulunmus az sayidaki yerlesimden biridir, ¢iinki bullalar
pismemis toprak yapiimaktadir ve bu yiizden giiniimiize kadar
ulasmalari zordur.

Achaemenid Stage:

The most important ruin that was well preserved from the
Achaemenid Period architecture is 'Cult Road" and its surrounding
building complex, that is located in the southwest part of the hill
overlooking Kus Golii.

The 'Bullas' found during the Akurgal excavations are the most
important findings that show that Daskyleion was a satrap center
during the Achaemenid Period. The term bulla is used for the seals
that were used for safe communications in antiquity. The papyrus
used for correspondence between states would be sealed by bullas
preventing a third party from reading it. Daskyleion is one of the
rare places in Anatolia that bullas were discovered as bullas are
made of uncooked earth and therefore very difficult to conserve.



Daskyleion'daki bullalar ise bir yangin tabakasindan ele geg¢mis
olup bu sayede giiniimiize kadar korunabilmistir. Bullalarin esas
6nemi lzerinde barindirdigi yazilardan ve sembollerden ileri
gelmektedir. Daskyleion bullalarinda "Aramca", "Eski Persge"
ve "Yunanca" yazitlar saptanmistir. Bunun yani sira kus tasvirleri
ve av sahneleri yer almaktadir ki bunlar da Daskyleion
Paradeisos'unda yasayan kuslari ve yapilan avlari anlatiyor
olmalidir.

Pers soylulari tarafindan kullanildigi bilinen ¢ok sayidaki
Jjasper tabak ve az sayida korunmus olan "Dareikos" ve "Syglos"
lar, buradaki Pers yasantisinin diger énemli kalintilaridir.

The bullas found in Daskyleion were discovered in a fire layer
making it possible for them to survive to this day. Bullas are
important for the writing and the symbols that they carry. 'Aramaic’,
'Old Persian' and 'Greek' scripts were discovered over them. They
also depict birds and hunting scenes which must have been the
wildlife in Daskyleion's Paradeisos.

Certain dishes that are known to have been used by the Persian
nobles and very few 'Dareikos' and 'Syglos' are all proof to a Persian
life in the area.
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Hellenistik D6nem:

Hellenistik Dénem kalintilari, Daskyleion'un bu dénemde
de 6nemli bir merkez olarak varligini sirdirdigind
gostermektedir. Ozellikle "incili Duvar" olarak adlandirilan teras
duvari bu dénemin en giizel mimari 6rneklerinden biridir. Duvarin
yapiminda daha énceki dénemlere ait olan bazi devsirme bloklar
kullaniimistir. Uzerinde incelikle islenmis inci ve yumurta
dizilerinin yer aldigi bu bloklarin, orijinalinde Akhaemenid
Dénem Satrap sarayina ait oldugu sanilmaktadir.

Hellenistic Period

The findings of Hellenistic Period prove that Daskyleion continued
its existence as an important center in this period as well. 'The
Pearl Wall' which is a terrace wall is the most beautiful architectural
example of the period. Blocks assembled from earlier periods have
been used in the building of this wall. These blocks which have
delicately embroidered pearls and egg series, are thought to have
belonged to a satrap palace in the Achaemenid Period.



Son yillarda tepenin dogu yamacinda yapilan kazilarla
mermer ve andezit bloklarla désenmis bir yol ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.
Bu yol Hellenistik Dénem'de kente girisi saglayan yoldur ve
tepeye ulastigi noktada ele gegen ¢ok sayida ¢ivi ve ¢liriimiis
ahsap pargalari giris kapisinin burada olabilecedini
gdstermektedir. Bu yol Bizans Dénemi’'nde de kullaniimis ve bu
dénemde giris kapisi yolun daha asadisina tasinmistir.

Tepenin igerisinde yer alan yapilarin yani sira héyiigin
cevresinde yaklasik 2 km lik bir alana yayilmis durumda ¢ok
sayida tiimiiltis mezar yer almaktadir. Bu tiimiiliislerden bazilari
Tomris Bakir déneminde kazilmis ve restore edilmistir. Kbsemtug
Timdilist, Anadolu'daki tiimdilisler arasinda mezar odasi iyi
korunmus olan az sayidaki tiimiiliisten biridir. 1.0. 4.yy. in 2.
yarisina tarihlenen bu mezarin Makedonyali bir komutana ait
oldugu diistiniilmektedir. Timiliisteki en dikkat gekici kesiflerden
biri; dromosun duvarlarinda kullaniimis devsirme bir blok tas
tizerinde yer alan Frig yazitidir.

Antik kentten gikarilan eserler Bandirma Arkeoloji Miizesi'nde

sergilenmektedir.

In the last years a road paved with marble and andesite blocks
was discovered in the excavations on the eastern side of the hill.
This was the road to the entrance of the city during the Hellenistic
Period and the various nails and decayed wood pieces that were
found at the top of the hill indicate that the gate was located there.

This road was used during the Byzantine Period as well and during
that time the gate was moved further down.

Other than the buildings on the hill, spread out within 2
kilometers around the site there are numerous tumulus tombs.
Some of these tumuli have been dug and restored during Tomris
Bakir's time. The Késemtug tumulus is one of the rare tumuli in
Anatolia to have a well preserved tomb chamber. The tomb that
has been dated as the second half of 4th century B.C. is thought to
have belonged to a Macedonian commander. The most striking
discovery in the tumulus is the Phrygia script found on an assembled
stone block over the dromos wall.

The findings of the ancient city are being displayed in the
Bandirma Archeological Museum.




