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“Gelecegin Efes’i”:

Andandros
Aml—nk Kendi

ge kiyisindaki en genl§ nekropol olan Antandros Antik
Kenti, arkeologlara gére "gelecegin Efes"i olabilir.

Kent, Edremit ilgesinin Altinoluk Beldesi' nin 4 kilometre
dogusunda, ida Dagi (Kazdadi) eteklerinde, Pelasglar tarafindan
kurulmustur. Adramytteion (Burhaniye-Oren) - Assos
(Behramkale) yolu lizerinde askeri bakimdan stratejik bir konuma
sahip olan kentin, M.0. 10. yiizyilda kuruldugu diisiiniilmekle
birlikte, cok yakininda bulunan Assos'un M.0.2. bin yillarina
kadar inen tarihinden Antandros' un da bu tarihlerde iskan
gormds olmasi mimkdiin gérilmektedir.

“The Future Ephesus”:
Antandros Antique City

The Antandros Antique City, which is the largest necropolis
on the Aegean shore, could be the next Ephesus, according to
archeologists.

The city was built by the Pelasgians in the borough of Edremit,
4 kilometers east of Altinoluk on the outskirts of Mount Ida.
The city, which had a strategic importance in terms of military in
the Adramyttion (Burhaniye-Oren) - Assos (Behramkale) road,
is thought to be established in 10th century B.C., and it is believed
that Antandros became a settlement area in 2000 B.C. by looking
at the history of Assos which also dates back to the same era.




Antik yazar Strabon, Leleg kavminin Bababurnu'ndan
(Lekton) ida dagina kadar olan bélgede yerlestidini
belirtmektedir. Once Thrakiali Mysialilar'in yerlestigi bilinen
bélge, M.O. 7 yiizyilda Limni iizerinden gelen Aioller tarafindan
iskan edilmistir. Pelasglarin da bu tarihlerde Antandros'a

yerlestikleri antik kaynaklardan anlasiimaktadir.

Antandros'un bir Pelasg kenti oldugunu, tarihteki Bati
Anadolu Isyani'ndan (M.0. 499-494) sonra Pers krali Dareios'un
komutani Otoneis'in Antandros'u zapt ettigini ve Kserkeses
ordusunun Yunan seferine giderken kentin yanindan gegtigini
Heredot'tan 6grenmekteyiz.

Antique writer Strabo states that the Leleg clan had settled in the
region from Bababurnu (Lekton) to Mount Ida. The region, which was
first settled by Mysians, later on became a settlement in 7th century
B.C. by Aeolis who came from Limni. We know from antique sources
that the Pelasgians
settled in Antandros during this time.

We know from Herodotus that Antandros was a Pelasgian city, was
invaded by Persian commander Otoneis after the mutiny in Western
Anatolia, and that Xerxes passed by the city while on his way to invade
Greece.




Perslerin, Biiyiik [skender tarafindan Anadolu'dan siiriilmesi
sonucunda Antandros, M.O. 4. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda 6zgiir
bir sehir olarak sikke basmistir. Hellenistik dénemde Pergamon
Kralligi topraklari igerisindeki Antandros, daha sonra tim
Anadolu gibi Roma egemenligine girmis, Hiristiyanlik déneminde
bir Piskoposluk merkezine déntismdistiir.

Kentte yasayan halk, daha sonraki yiizyillarda kendilerini
Arap akinlarina karsi koruyamayip, Antandros sehrini terk
ederek Sahinderesi Kanyonu'ndaki Sahinkale'ye yerlesmistir.
Dar bir patikadan ¢ikilan kale ve Sahinkale tepesinin lzerindeki

yerlesim yeri bugiin bile olduk¢a korunakli gériinmektedir.
Sarp yamaglardaki kale kalintilari, su sarniglari, Sahinkale
tepesindeki yerlesim yerleri, antik patika yolun kalintilarini
bugiin bile gérmek miimkdiindiir.

Antandros, after the Persians were banished from Anatolia by
Alexander the Great, minted coins as a free city in the second half of
4th century B.C. Antandros, which was a part of the Pergamum Kingdom
during the Hellenistic era, later on became a part of the Roman rule,
just like the whole of Anatolia, and became an episcopacy center during
Christianity.

The locals who lived in the city couldn't protect themselves against
the attacks from Arabs and settled in Sahinkale in the Sahinderesi Canyon
after abandoning Antandros. The tower which is reached through a
narrow pathway and the settlement area on top of Sahinkale Hill are
still protected. Water cisterns, the living areas and the remains of the
antique pathway are still visible today.




Mimari Buluntular

Anadolu'da arastirmalar yapan Henri Kiepert kitabinda
Antandros'un akropoliiniin Altinoluk - Avcilar arasinda Yarmatas
olarak bilinen 215 kilometre rakimli tepede bulundugdunu ve
kentin doguya dogru yayildigini ifade etmektedir.

Kentin nekrolpolii ise Yarmatas Tepesi'nin 2 kilometre daha
batisinda yer almaktadir. Nekropol alani insai faaliyetler sirasinda
ortaya ¢ikmis ve 1989-1996 yillari arasinda kurtarma kazilari
yapilmistir. 2001 yilinda Balikesir Miize Miidiirligi Baskan-
ligi'nda ve Ege Universitesi Arkeoloji Béliimii Ogretim Gérevlisi
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Giircan Polat'in Bilimsel Danismanligi'nda baslatilan
ve halen devam eden miize kazilarinda, M.O. 7-2. yiizyil arasinda
kullanildigi anlasilan nekropolde, arazinin egiminden
faydalanilarak st iste iki ve (g kat olarak yerlestirilen lahit
mezarlarin yani sira kremasyon (61l yakma) ve direk topraga
gémi seklinde bir ¢ok gomii yapildigi goriilmistir. Bu
mezarlardan ¢ikarilan mezar hediyeleri, Balikesir Miizesi'nde
sergilenmektedir.

Architectural Finds

Henri Kiepert, who did research in Anatolia, stated in his book
that the acropolis of Antandros was between Altinoluk - Avcilar, on
a hill known as Yarmatas 215 kilometers above sea level and that
the city expanded towards the east.

The necropolis of the city is situated 2 kilometers to the west
of Yarmatas Hill. The necropolis area was unearthed during
construction works and rescue digs were undertaken during the
years 1989-1996. During the digs administered under the consultancy
of Assistant Docent Dr. Glircan Polat, the Aegean University
Archeology Department member and under the presidency of the
Balikesir Museum Directorship in 2001, and which still continue in
the necropolis, two-three storey sarcophagi were found along with
cremation style entombment was observed. The grave gifts that
were unearthed from this area are on display in the Balikesir Museum.



Kagak kazilarla ortaya ¢ikan Roma dénemine ait bir taban
mozaidi ¢evresinde yapilan sistemli kazilar sonucunda
M.S.1. yiizyila ait oldugu belirlenen ve duvarlarinda fresk bulunan,
taban désemeleri mozaikli bir zengin evi bulunmustur.

Antik yazar Strabon, Antandros sehrinin, (st tarafinda

Aleksandreia adinda bir dagin oldugunu, Hera, Athena ve
Aphrodite arasindaki, Paris'in segiciligini yaptigi diinyanin ilk
giizellik yarismasinin burada oldugunu belirtmektedir.

Arkeologlarca "Gelecegin Efes'i" olabilecegi séylenen
Antandros Antik Kenti'ndeki kazilar, Ege Universitesi Fen Edebiyat
Fakiiltesi Klasik Arkeoloji Béliimii Ogretim Uyesi Dog. Dr. Glircan
Polat tarafindan stirdiiriilmektedir.

In light of the systematic digs administered around the base
mosaic from the Roman era, a fancy house with frescoes on the
wall and mosaic furnishings on the floor from 1st century B.C. was
unearthed.

Antique writer Strabo states that there was a mountain called
Alexandria on the upper part of Antandros, and that the first beauty
contest between Hera, Athena and Aphrodite was held here, as
Paris as a judge.

The digs at the Antandros antique city, which dubbed as the
next Ephesus by archeologists, are being carried out by Docent Dr.
Glircan Polat from the Aegean University's Classic Archeology
Department.




